Introduction to GLBT Studies
Fall 2008
6 Short Critical Responses 300/1000 points
An essential part of this class is your ability to critically engage with the texts that we
are reading and discussing. To demonstrate this critical engagement, you are
required to write 6 critical responses to the readings. These responses should be
roughly 2 pages typed, double-spaced and in 12-point type. Please remember to
spell-check all entries! Each response should include:
• A concise summary (1-3 paragraphs) of the text: In your own words, summarize
the key points of this text. Keep in mind the questions: What is the author
trying to say? What is the purpose of this text? What are the main ideas? Please
try to be as concise as possible in your summary.
• An examination of some critical questions that this text raised for you and for
the class: Using your reading and our in-class discussions, critically evaluate
the text. Ask yourself: What is effective about this reading? What is ineffective?
What does the reading fail to address? What does it address? What are the
limitations of this reading’s argument? Does the reading provide any
viable/valuable solutions?
• An explanation of the relevancy of this text: Discuss how the reading connects
or does not connect to the class, to other things you have read and/or to your
own life and experiences. Ask yourself: How does this reading connect to some
of the larger issues in the class? To other readings in the class? Does the
reading provide accurate descriptions of the world? Does this reading relate
to my life and experiences? What is particularly important for me about this
reading? (How) does it make me think about the world differently?
Note: Although these responses are brief, make sure to give specific examples with
page numbers from the text in your responses. Remember that direct quotations must
be properly cited (that is, with quotation marks and page numbers).
3 entries are due before October 21st. Three entries are due after October 21st.

