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GLBT 1001: INTRODUCTION TO GLBT STUDIES  
 

 
Fall 2008 
Tuesdays: 4:40-7:10 
FORD 115 
Blog Address: http://blog.lib.umn.edu/puot0002/glbt1001 
 
Instructor: Dr. Sara L. Puotinen 
Office Hours: Thursdays, 1-3 or by appointment 
Office Location: 429 
Office Number: 624-7319 
Email: puot0002@umn.edu 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Welcome to GLBT studies! In this course, we will engage in a multidisciplinary and 
interdisciplinary investigation of the lives, experiences, histories, cultures of gay, 
lesbian, bisexual, transgender, and queer peoples. We will approach this 
investigation in two different ways.  
 
1. An introduction of GLBT studies from the perspective of the “T”, that is, 
transgender studies. We will explore questions, such as: How have 
transgendered/trans identified individuals and communities contributed to the larger 
history of the gay/lesbian movement? How does thinking about GLBT studies from the 
perspective of transgender peoples and transgender studies differ from thinking 
about it from the perspective of gay/lesbian studies? (How) do the “objects” of study 
differ? What role do (and should) sexuality and gender play in GLBT studies? What are 
some of the tensions between Trans identified folk and lesbians and feminists? What is 
the future of GLBT/sexuality studies?  
 
2. An exploration of some key issues within GLBT studies from an ethical perspective. 
This will enable us to ground the diverse range of experiences/ approaches/ 
methodologies at work in GLBT studies. In this section, we will examine four 
important ethical concepts and their implications for GLBT communities: a. autonomy, 
b. dignity, c. recognition and d. freedom. We will explore questions, such as: How 
have GLBT peoples been denied dignity and human rights? What kinds of “cruel and 
unusual” punishment have they received due to their dissident bodies, identities and 
sexual practices? Is “coming out” liberatory? What are the ethical implications of 
assimilation and visibility for the recognition of GLBT communities? How can we (and 
should we) safeguard autonomy for intersexed infants? Are there limits to our sexual 
freedom? What norms should we develop for sexual practice?  
 
Note : It is impossible to include or cover the rapidly proliferating literature in GLBT 
studies comprehensively. Therefore, I will be directing you to other sources 
throughout the class. I also encourage you to bring new scholarly books, films, 
journals, Internet resources, et cetera, to the attention of the class.  
 
GLBT STUDIES MINOR OBJECTIVES 

• To learn how to address the challenges posed by diverse people, institutions, 
cultures and practices. 

• To think about social justice and social movements in the context of GLBTQ 
identities and politics 

• To examine sexuality, gender, race, ethnicity, class, and other categories of 
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difference. 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES  

• To read controversial and difficult material objectively and critically. 
• To participate in discussions by articulating your own ideas/perspective and 

respectfully listening and responding to others’ ideas/perspectives.  
• To demonstrate knowledge of GLBT studies and issues through a variety of 

assignments. 
• To apply the concepts discussed in class to contemporary culture, and your 

own lives. 
• To engage in ethical reflection on key issues for GLBT peoples. 
 

COURSE EXPECTATIONS  
• ATTEND CLASS REGULARLY :  You are allowed to have one  unexcused 

absence during this semester. You are responsible for contacting other 
students to get any notes, handouts or information on assignments that you 
might have missed. Please do not contact me requesting missed 
notes or ass ignments.  

 
• LET ME KNOW IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS : 

You are always welcome to visit me during my office hours. Please try to email 
me (puot0002@umn.edu) indicating when you are coming in and what you want 
to talk about.   

 
• BE AN ACTIVE AND RESPECTFUL PARTICIPANT IN CLASS: Your 

participation is crucial to the success of the class. To that end, you are 
responsible for coming to class fully prepared, actively and respectfully 
contributing to discussions, listening attentively to others’ ideas and 
experiences, asking questions when you don’t understand the material and 
giving me feedback on what is working and not working in the class.  

 
• READ THE ASSIGNED MATERIAL MORE THAN ONCE:  Most of the 

material that we will be reading this semester is difficult and requires careful 
attention. The readings are difficult because they are aimed at challenging 
assumptions about sexuality, gender, body/sex as natural, and “proper” 
sexual practices and behavior.  They are also difficult because they sometimes 
deal with sensitive and controversial issues. Finally, they are difficult because 
they frequently draw upon dense and complicated theories coming out of 
feminist/queer theory, philosophy, literary theory, political theory, and ethics 
(to name a few). To help you to engage with this material, it is crucial that you 
read it more than once, take careful notes and write down your questions.  

 
• HAND IN ALL ASSIGNMENTS ON TIME:  Complete all work on time. 

“On time” means at the beginning of the class period on the particular due 
date. I do not accept email submiss ions of ass igned work. All 
assignments must be typed. Late work will receive one letter grade deduction 
and will only be accepted up to one week after the due date. Al l ass igned 
work must be completed in order to pass the class. 

 
MY TEACHING PHILOSOPHY 
As a teacher, one of my primary goals is to empower students to claim their own 
education. I emphasize discussion and limit the number (and length) of my lectures. 
This discussion-based format means that you, along with your classmates, bear a lot 
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of responsibility for the success of the class. You must hold each other accountable for 
the claims that you make and the ideas you express. And you must make sure that you 
come to class prepared with some thoughts/questions so that we can have respectful 
and productive discussions about the material/topics.  
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS  
1. 6 Short Crit ical Responses     300/1000 points 
An essential part of this class is your ability to critically engage with the texts that we 
are reading and discussing. To demonstrate this critical engagement, you are 
required to write 6 critical responses to the readings. These responses should be 
roughly 2 pages typed, double-spaced and in 12-point type. Please remember to 
spell-check all entries! Each response should include: 
 

• A concise summary (1-3 paragraphs) of the text: In your own words, summarize 
the key points of this text. Keep in mind the questions: What is the author 
trying to say? What is the purpose of this text? What are the main ideas? Please 
try to be as concise as possible in your summary. 

• An examination of some critical questions that this text raised for you and for 
the class: Using your reading and our in-class discussions, critically evaluate 
the text. Ask yourself: What is effective about this reading? What is ineffective? 
What does the reading fail to address? What does it address? What are the 
limitations of this reading’s argument? Does the reading provide any 
viable/valuable solutions? 

• An explanation of the relevancy of this text: Discuss how the reading connects 
or does not connect to the class, to other things you have read and/or to your 
own life and experiences. Ask yourself: How does this reading connect to some 
of the larger issues in the class? To other readings in the class? Does the 
reading provide accurate descriptions of the world? Does this reading relate 
to my life and experiences? What is particularly important for me about this 
reading? (How) does it make me think about the world differently?  

 
Note: Although these responses are brief, make sure to give specific examples with 
page numbers from the text in your responses. Remember that direct quotations must 
be properly cited (that is, with quotation marks and page numbers).  
 
3 entries are due before October 21st. Three entries are due after 
October 21st.  
 
2. Participation        200/1000 points 
You are required to attend class regularly and contribute to class discussions. More 
than one unexcused absence will lower your class participation grade. For each class, 
you must come prepared, having read and taken notes on the assigned materials.   
 
3. Engaging Ass ignments     200/1000 points 
Throughout the semester, you must complete 5 brief assignments that are designed 
to allow you to engage with the material beyond your own reading or our discussion 
of it. Each assignment is worth 40 points and is due on the day it is listed in the 
course schedule (unless otherwise specified). Be prepared to discuss your thoughts on 
the assignment on the day it is due.  
 
4. Annotated Bib liography      300/1000 points 
You are required to do an annotated bibliography on a GLBT topic of your choosing. 
Because GLBT studies has such a broad scope, it is impossible for us to cover all of 
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the main topics in the field. This assignment gives you the chance to explore an area 
that we don’t cover in class or to explore further an area that we do discuss and that 
you find interesting. A more detailed handout about this assignment will be 
distributed in the upcoming weeks.  
 
UNIVERSITY GRADING POLICY 
A   900-1000/1000  
achievement outstanding relative to the level necessary to meet course requirements 
 
B 800-899/1000 
achievement significantly above that level necessary to meet course requirements 
 
C 700-799/1000   
achievement meeting the basic course requirements in every respect 
 
D  600-699/1000 
achievement worthy of credit even though it does not meet the basic requirements 
 
F  599 and below/1000 
performance failing to meet the basic course requirements 
 
S  equivalent to a grade of C or better 
 
OTHER ACADEMIC INFORMATION 
Academic Dishonesty 
This includes cheating on assignments, plagiarizing (misrepresenting as your own 
work any work that has been written by another author), and submitting the same 
paper or substantially similar paper to meet the requirements of more than one 
course without the approval of all the instructors concerned.  I will report such 
dishonesty.  It is grounds for failure in the course. 
 
Disabil i ty Services 
Students with disabilities who require accommodations in meeting course 
requirements should meet with me as early as possible in the term.  Class materials, 
including this syllabus, can be made available in alternative formats upon request.  
 
Non-native English Speakers  and Writers 
If you need some extra assistance with the reading and writing assignments, please 
contact me early in the term. 
 
U of M Harassment  Policy  
The University of Minnesota is committed to the policy that all persons shall have 
equal access to its programs, facilities, and employment without regard to race, color, 
creed, religion, national origin, sex, age, marital status, disability, public assistance 
status, veteran status, or sexual orientation. 
 
COURSE READINGS 
Books* 
Stryker, Susan. Transgender History (TH) 
Stryker, Susan and Steven Whittle, eds. The Transgender Studies Reader (TSR) 
Warner, Michael. The Trouble with Normal (TN) 
Wilchins, Riki. Queer Theory/Gender Theory: An Instant Primer (QT/GT) 
*These books are available at the U of M Bookstore. 
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Online Readings** 
**A few articles will be available online through ERESERVES. These readings will be 
identified in the syllabus as: (ERESERVES).  
 
You can access ERESERVES at: http://eres.lib.umn.edu/eres/ 
Click on Electronic Reserves and Reserve Pages. Next, search for the course by 
entering GLBT 1001. Click on GLBT 1001. Enter the password: S25Gipp 
Click on the assigned reading.  
 
Other Readings*** 
**Additional articles, book chapters, interviews, etc. will be compiled in a course 
packet available in the upcoming weeks at Paradigm Copies in the Dinkydome. These 
readings will be identified in the syllabus as: (CP).  
 
FILM VIEWINGS 
This semester, we will watch several films during class time. Many of the films are 
available through Walter Library and their media services. If you are unable to attend 
class on the day of the screening, you are responsible for locating and watching the 
film on your own time.  
 
Screaming Queens*   
Paris is Burning* 
Cruel and Unusual Punishment  
Toilet Training* 
Dangerous Living* 
*These films are available at Walter Library for viewing in the media services center or 
for 3-day checkout.   
 
COURSE SCHEDULE (subject to change) 
 
September 
 
2 Introduction to the class  

  
FILM:  Screaming Queens 

 
GLB…T (and Q): THE NEW GENDER POLITICS 

 
9 An Alternative Agenda?  

Stryker, Susan. Introduction to Transgender Studies Reader (TSR, 1-8 required, 
  9-17 optional) 
 Wilchins, Riki. Introduction-Chapter 3 (QT/GT, 1-32)   

Love, Heather. “Oh the Fun We’ll Have: Remembering the prospects  
for sexuality Studies” in Thinking Sex/Thinking Gender, 258-261 
(ERESERVES) 

 Feinberg, Leslie. “Transgender Liberation” (TSR, 205-220) 
  
16 An Alternative History? 
 Stryker, Susan. Transgender History (TH) 
 
23 Tensions: The transsexual as menace? 

Raymond, Janice G. “Sappho by Surgery: The Transsexually Constructed  
  Lesbian-Feminist” (TSR, 131-143) 
 Riddell, Carol. “Divided Sisterhood: A Critical Review of Janice Raymond’s  
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The Transsexual Empire” (TSR, 144-158).  
 Devor, Aaron H. and Nicholas Matte. “ONE Inc. and Reed Erickson: The  
  Uneasy Collaboration of Gay and Trans Activism, 1964-2003” 
  (TSR, 387-406) 
 
ENGAGING ASSIGNMENT #1: How are transgender people represented in the 
media? On television? In newspapers? On the internet?  
 
a. Find an image/example/news item concerning a transgender issue/ community/ 
person. Post it on the blog (or bring it in to class) along with some brief thoughts 
about the image. Is it positive? Negative? How does it shape your and/or dominant 
society’s understanding of transgender people?  

OR 
b. Pay careful attention to the number of jokes about/humorous references to 
transgendered people that you see/hear/read this week. In a blog entry (or a typed 
response to be handed in), reflect on your findings. Were you surprised at how 
many/how few jokes there were? What was the purpose of these jokes? Is it okay to 
make fun of transgendered people? 

 
NOT JUST ABOUT SEX:  

GENDER AND TRANS/QUEER POLITICS 
  
30 Sex/Gender/Desire  

Rubin, Gayle. “Thinking Sex” in The Lesbian and Gay Studies Reader (CP) 
Wilchins, Riki. Chapter 8: “Can Sex Have Opposites?” (QT/GT, 83-95) 
Valentine, David. “The categories Themsleves” in Thinking Sex/Thinking  

Gender, 215-220 (ERESERVES) 
Spade, Dean and Sel Wahng. “Transecting the Academy” in Thinking  

Sex/Thinking Gender, 240-253 (ERESERVES) 
 Cromwell, Jason. “Queering the Binaries” (TSR, 509-520).  
 
October 
 
7 What is gender? Why is it important?  
 Bulldagger, Rocko. “The End of GenderQueer” in Nobody Passes (CP) 
 Caflia, Pat. “Manliness” (TSR, 434-438) 
 Rubin, Gayle. “Of Catamites and Kings: Reflections on Butch, Gender, and  
  Boundaries” (TSR, 471-481) 
 Halberstan, Judith. “F2M: The Making of Female Masculinity” in The Lesbian 
  Postmodern (CP) 
 Roen, Katrina. “Transgender Theory and Embodiment” (TSR, 656-665) 
  
14 Gender continued…  
 Bornstein, Kate. “Naming all the Parts” and “Abandon Your Tedious Search” 

in Gender Outlaw  (CP) 
Bornstein, Kate. “Solving the Gender Puzzle” and “Who’s on Top?” in My 
 Gender Workbook (CP) 

  
ENGAGING ASSIGNMENT #2: Complete Bornstein’s gender exam (46-62) and 
pick one of hir gender exercises in the “Who’s on Top” chapter in My Gender 
Workbook. Reflect on the process of doing the exam/exercise. Then, type up a brief 
response to the following questions: What is gender (according to Bornstein? 
According to dominant society? According to you?) 
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FILM:  Begin watching Paris is Burning 

 
21 Gender Performance/Gender Subvers ion 

Namaste, Viviane K. “Tragic Misreadings” in Invisible Lives (CP) 
 Newton, Esther. “Excerpt from Mother Camp” (TSR, 121-130)  
 Manalansan IV, Martin F. “‘To Play with the World’: The Pageantry of  

Identities”in Global Divas (CP) 
 Rubin, Henry S. “Trans Studies: Between a Metaphysics of Presence and  
  Absence” in Reclaiming Gender (CP) 

 
Optional 
Drag King Anthology (ERESERVES) 
 
FILM: Finish watching Paris is Burning 

 
You are required to have submitted three of your s ix cr it ical responses 
by today.  
 
 
28 What is Queer? 
 Wilchins, Riki.  Chapters 5-6 (QT/GT, 47-70) 
 Smith, Cherry. “What is this Thing Called Queer?” in Material Queer (CP) 
 Warner, Michael. “From Fear of a Queer Planet” in Material Queer (CP) 
 Moraga, Cherrie. “Queer Aztlán: The Re-formation of Chicano Tribe” in  

Material Queer (CP) 
  

PRESENTATION :  Anna Nowak on John Waters and Queer Fi lm 
 
November 
 
4 Queer Po l itcs/Polit ical Statements 
 Cohen, Cathy J. “Punks, Bulldaggers, and Welfare Queens: The Radical 
  Potential of Queer Politics” in Black Queer Studies (CP) 
 Berlant, Lauren and Elizabeth Freeman. “From ‘Queer Nationality’” in  
  Material Queer (CP) 
 Anonymous. “Queers Read This; I Hate Straights” in We are Everywhere (CP)  

 
GLBT/Q: ETHICAL PERSPECTIVES 

 
11 Autonomy 
 Dreger, Alice. From Ethics in the Age of Intersex 
 Chase, Cheryl. “Hermaphrodites with Attitude” (TSR, 300-314) 

Meyerowitz, Joanne. “A ‘Fierce and Demanding’ Drive (TSR, 362-386) 
Butler, Judith. “Doing Justice to Someone” (TSR, 183-193)  

  
18 Dignity, part 1 
 Butler, Judith. Excerpt from “Acting in Concert” in Undoing Gender (CP) 
 Solomon, Alisa. “Trans/Migrant: Christina Madrazo’s All-American 
  Story” in Queer Migrations (CP) 
 International Bill of Gender Rights (LINK ON BLOG) 
  

FILM: Cruel and Unusual Punishment  
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ENGAGING ASSIGNMENT #3: What do you think are some of the most 
important rights that all humans should be afforded? Make a list of these rights and 
then discuss some examples of how GLBT/Q people/communities are denied these 
rights.  
 
25 Dignity, part 2 (shortened class due to Thanksgiving) 
 
 FILM: Toilet Training* 
 
 *The only activity planned for tonight’s class is watching the film. It would be 
 possible to cancel class if students agreed to watch the film on their own time.  
 
ENGAGING ASSIGNMENT #4*: What types of spaces aren’t safe? How do some 
spaces strip certain individuals of their dignity, treating them like they were less than 
human? When do these spaces become dangerous/locations of violence? For one (or 
two) days, keep a log of all of the spaces that you inhabit during your daily routine. 
Then, classify those spaces as safe or unsafe. Finally, critically reflect on your results. 
Safe spaces for whom? Why might safe space be important? Were you surprised at the 
number of spaces that were unsafe, especially for GLBT peoples? 
*This assignment is due after Thanksgiving break on December 2.  
 
December 
 
2 Recognit ion  
 Ross, Marlon B. “Beyond the Closet as Raceless Paradigm” in Queer Black  
  Studies (CP) 
 Green, Jamison. “Look! No, Don’t! The Visibility Dilemma for Transsexual  
  Men” (TSR, 499-508) 
 Barbonne, Steven and Lee Rice. “Coming Out, Being Out, and Acts of  
  Virtue” in Gay Ethics (CP) 
 Excerpt from Sex and Ethics (CP) 
  
 FILM:  Dangerous Living 
 
ENGAGING ASSIGNMENT #5: When do you pass? When do you refuse to 
pass/be assimilated? What are some reasons it might be important to effectively 
pass? To resist assimilation? Write about a time when you passed and a time when 
you “outed” yourself? 
 
9 Freedom   
 Warner, Michael. Excerpts from The Trouble with Normal.  
 Halperin, David. “The Queer Politics of Michel Foucault” in Material Queer (CP) 
 
Annotated bib l iographies are due today . The last of  your second three 
crit ical essays is a lso due by today.  
 
  
  
 
 


